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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of tinne may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 October 2002 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 11-22 and 24-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 11-22 and 24-27 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)\Z\ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) n The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required In reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. _ 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 12WILLIAM IVI^f=igf?CE 
Attachment(s) FHiMARY EXAMINER 

1 ) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) CH Infonmation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patenl and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1 1-22 and 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brunst in view of 
Beamish and further in view of Honeycomb Product and Paneltec. 

Brunst shows the use of composite panels in the making of a bowling lane. However, he does not mention 
the use of honeycomb composite panels. Beamish shows that honeycomb composite panels are old and well known 
for use in floors free from "distortion and buckling" (col. 1, In. 28). Well known are that these panels are to be joined 
to each other by a means to form a continuous surface. What is old and well known, pertaining to the construction, 
properties and applications of honeycomb panels, is taught by Honeycomb Product and Paneltec. These teachings 
were set forth In the previous office action. To have used honeycomb panels of the type taught by Beamish and 
Honeycomb Product and Paneltec would have been obvious in order to have a lightweight durable bowling surface. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-27 have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's opening remarks with respect to claim 1 1 and his invention are noted. 

Applicant argues the date of the applied references. However, this argument is moot In view of the new 
grounds of rejection. The new grounds for rejection is made to make it clear that honeycomb panels are old. 
Applicant is clearly not, nor could he argue that he is, the inventor of honeycomb panels. Applicant's "invention" is 
the application of honeycomb panels for a bowling floor. As such, it has been held in agreement with the examiner's 
position that when the claim recites using an old composition or structure and the "use" is directed to a result or 
property of that composition or structure, then the claim is anticipated. In re May, 574 F.2d 1082, 1090, 197 USPQ 
601 , 607 (CCPA 1978). In line with this decision is that the selection of a known material based on its suitability for 
its intended use supported a prima facie obviousness detennination in Sinclair & Carroll Co. v. Interchemlcal 
Corp., 325 U.S. 327, 65 USPQ 297 (1945). Paneltec and Honeycomb products are relied on for showing the 
properties and applications of honeycomb panels that are well known to one of ordinary skill in the art. Note that 
references which do not qualify as prior art because they postdate the claimed invention may be relied upon to show 
the level of ordinary skill in the art at or around the time the Invention was made. Ex parte Eriich, 22 USPQ 1463 (Bd. 
Pat. App.& Inter. 1992). 
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As such, having shown that the structure of the panels of the instant claimed invention are common to 
known honeycomb panels and that they possess properties suitable to withstand those needed for a bowling alley, 
the Invention is considered prima facie obvious. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Wilson 
discloses honeycomb products. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication and its merits should be directed to William Pierce at E-mail 
address bill.pierce@USPTO.gov or at telephone number (703) 308-3551 . 

Any inquiry not concerning the merits of the case such as missing papers, copies, status or information 
should be directed to Tech Center 3700 Customer Service Center at (703) 306-5648 where the fax number is (703) 
308-7957 and the email is Customerservice3700@uspto.gov. 

For official fax communications to be officially entered in the application the fax number is (703) 305-3579. 

For informal fax communications the fax number is (703) 308-7769. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding can also be directed 
to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 



Any inquiry concerning the drawings should be directed to the Drafting Division whose telephone 



number is (703) 305-8335. 




WILLIAM M. PIERCE 
FnlMARY EXAMINER 



